. This monograph attempts to make relative order out of relative chaos in a field where the limitations of our present knowledge are severe and restrictive. The attempt is successful for the authors have exhibited a fine sense of discrimination between what is known, what is tenable, and what is conjectural. In addition they manifest a rapport between clinician and pathologist which is as uncommon as it is necessary if advances in knowledge are to be made.
The plan of the monograph is conventional and straightforward. The opening chapter is anatomical, dealing with the cells of the gonads, their embryology, matters of sex differentiation, and sex hormone production. Here as well as elsewhere they emphasize the ambivalence of end-organ responses to specific hormones and the incompleteness of our current concepts of "estrogen" and "androgen" as well as "feminization" and "masculinization." The fundamental anatomical information is presented in a critical fashion and leads directly to a discussion of hormone assays, their methods and limitations, followed by a classification of endocrine effects as manifested clinically.
With the above background established, there is a discussion of nonneoplastic abnormalities of the ovary with endocrine effect. This includes such topics as the polycystic ovary-hyperthecosis-Stein-Leventhal syndrome and the concept of cortical stromal hyperplasia. For the first time in the reviewer's experience these two confusing matters are defined, illustrated, and elaborated in a manner which makes sense clinically and pathologically.
The largest portion of the monograph is devoted to a classification of "functional" ovarian tumors and a discussion of the features which are associated with each variety. The basis of the classification is morphological; the authors point out that endocrine effects cannot be used as a basis for systematic taxonomy in view of the fact that similar effects can be ascribed to a variety of cell types, and that absence of demonstrable endocrine effects does not exclude the endocrine cell origin of a tumor. Their classification is simple but comprehensive; it is as easy to follow in practice as it is sound in theory. The ensuing chapters which discuss the clinical, endocrinological, and pathological characteristics of the specific tumors are scholarly, due attention being given to the necessary qualification of general statements.
One of the most useful features of the monograph is the careful selection of illustrations. There are 75 black and white photomicrographs; none is less than good and many are superb. Any pathologist who has attempted to illustrate the critical morphological features of this type of neoplasm will appreciate the judgment used in the selection of fields as well as the care in the preparation of the material. No important feature has been left unillustrated. One might wish for a list of illustrations following the table of contents, but this would rob one of the aesthetic pleasure of leafing through the book and seeing the other pictures as one searches for a specific item. The authors are to be complimented for having resisted the temptation to include a colored plate showing a gross specimen of a spherical or ovoid mass with a yellow cut surface; in the reviewer's experience the fact that a solid ovarian tumor has a yellow tint on section is of no diagnostic value at all; this feature characterizes many of the members of the group of "functional" tumors (except those that are various shades of grey), and the price of the book would have been higher had they succumbed to temptation.
The text is well documented by a carefully selected bibliography which includes the titles of articles as well as the reference. There is a fair sprinkling of references to articles of historical importance, and there is no hesitation in utilizing the British, French, or German literature when relevant. It is refreshing to learn that medicine is international; so many recent articles in this field have utilized only American sources of reference that the reviewer was becoming suspicious of a cartel.
However, the above are only ancillary virtues which reflect the intellectual distinction of the authors. The great value of the monograph is its ability to correlate systematically in a concise and lucid style the available information regarding this group of tumors. Yet the authors have not been content merely to summarize. They indicate clearly what is unknown, and each lacuna in our knowledge should serve as a stimulus for further study.
The text is authoritative and readable. It supersedes previous books devoted specifically to ovarian tumors as well as those chapters in more general texts which deal with the subject. This publication is an interesting and valuable adjunct to a urologist's library. There are fourteen chapters, each dealing with a separate aspect of urology and urological surgery. The first chapter, dealing with renal function, reduces the complexity of this topic to the fundamentals of physiology. It is both informative and interesting reading. The chapter dealing with prostatic resection is flavored by preferences for retropubic approaches, but this does not detract from its excellent coverage. The chapter on radiology touches on cinefluoroscopy as a diagnostic tool, but perhaps not enough emphasis is given to the potentialities of this technique. Since this book has been published, interpretation of urological cinefluoroscopy has been accepted by most centers. It is agreed that there is much to be learned in the interpretation of cinefluoroscopy, but many important advances in the near future may be made through this medium.
The coverage of urinary diversion is excellent in reference to technique and metabolic derangement from these procedures. The author carries urinary diversion through its chronological and logical development through the current use of ileal segments.
I am somewhat surprised that there is so little mention of renal homo transplantation as carried out by the Boston group. This probably is one of the most outstanding advances in the recent past. I am sure that this is not due to omission but rather that the publication was dated prior to
